
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
Industrial Action 

As you are aware from media coverage the National Education Union (NEU) have declared strike action, which will take place 
on Wednesday 1st February 2023, Wednesday 15th March 2023 and Thursday 16th March 2023. A further strike for the 
Eastern Region is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 1st March 2023.  The strike is happening because of a national 
dispute between the unions and the government over teacher’s pay and not because of any issues at our school.   

Due to the unions advice to members, making any decision on the best course of action for this day is very difficult as I need 
to ensure all children and staff in school are safe and that I have enough staff in school to make this happen.   

As it stands, I am planning to keep the school open on 1st February, however, as teachers do not have to tell me whether 
they are striking until the morning of the strike, I need to stress that I may need to put closures in place last minute.  

I understand that this situation may be frustrating, and ask that all members of our school community continue to treat each 
other with respect. St Martha’s along with St John the Baptist Trust remains committed to providing a safe and secure 
environment for our pupils and delivering high-quality teaching.  

My advice would be to ensure you have alternative childcare should you need it if I have to make any class closures 
between now and Wednesday. All communication regarding the Strike will be sent via Dojo so please keep an eye for any 
further updates. I am sorry that I cannot be more definite in my decision but I need to be honest with you in this 
situation.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Upcoming Events:  

3rd February: Number Day  
We are once again celebrating the NSPCC’s Number Day on Friday 3rd February. The children will take part in lots of maths 
and number activities throughout the day and we would love them to wear their favourite number again in any creative way 
they like. We would love to raise money for this fantastic charity by asking for a small donation, if you are able to.  
 
6th February: Dress to Impress 
Children's Mental Health Week is 6th-12th February. The theme this year is 'Let's Connect.' As part of this week, we will 
celebrate 'Dress to Impress' which is a non-uniform day where staff and pupils are encouraged  to use clothing and colour to 
express themselves. This could be dressing as your favourite superhero or simply wearing your favourite outfit – anything 
that makes you smile and reflects your personality. We will not be collecting any donations for this non-uniform day. 
 
PTA Event: Valentine's Day Non-Uniform 
The school's PTA have organised a non-uniform day for Friday 10th February. Children can wear something Valentine's Day 
themed if they wish. There is a suggested donation of £1, with the proceeds going towards the PTA's fundraising for the 
school. 
 
A few of our staff have been raising money for Charity themselves this month. Mrs. Shine, Mrs. Lowe and Mrs. Doherty have 
run a Marathon in a Month, to raise money for Tommy’s, the baby loss charity. Well done to them all, a great achievement 
especially in the cold weather we have had this month!  
 
Have a lovely weekend, Mrs. Edwards. 
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Times Table Café 

 

Year 4 Blue and Yellow were delighted to host two Times Tables Sessions for 
Parents this week. Parents were invited to attend a short talk by the class 

teacher followed by half an hour playing learning games with their child. The 
children absolutely loved showing the grown-ups what they have been 

learning in lessons related to times tables. It was wonderful to be able to hold 
such an event and see families enjoying a range of activities including playing 
snap, dice games and using pasta to create multiplication and division arrays. 
A lot of biscuits were also eaten! We hope to hold more sessions like this in 

the future.  A huge thank you to all involved in setting up, especially our 
fantastic Learning Support Assistants. 

 

We are keen to host more events like this in the future. If there is something 
you, as a parent, would like us to run, please do get in touch and we will try to 

organise it. Please do email me on head@st-marthas.norfolk.sch.uk 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Sunday 29th January 2023 

 
Matthew 5: 1-12 

 

 

 
                                    
                                        Learning                                 Behaviour     
Reception:               Oliver & Periwinkle               Amiras & Rodrigo 
Year 1:                      Zuzanna & Artiom                       Daniel & Delia 
Year 2:                        Jessie & Monica                      Ethan & Maya A 
Year 3:                        Sara & Daniella                      Aimee & Aleksa 
Year 4:                        Adam & Kamil                          Austin & Kamil 
Year 5:                          Jan & Aimy                             Oliwia & Delna 
Year 6:                      Ting Ting & Felix                        Aaron & Molly 

 

Happy Birthday! 

 
Reception: Adam 

 

Year 2: Francesca, Sammy 

 

Year 4: Kamilas, Leo, Ksenia 

 

Year 6: Liepa, Charlie 

 

May God never stop showering  you 
with His blessing! 

 

 

World Thinking Day 

 
On 22nd February, it is World Thinking Day. World Thinking Day is 

a global event where children are encouraged to celebrate 
international friendship, and speak out and raise awareness for 

issues facing young women and girls. Each year World Thinking Day 
has a theme, between 2022 and 2024, the theme is on 
the Environment and Climate Change.  
World Thinking Day is celebrated around the world by 10 million 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts in 150 countries.  

The 22nd February is also Founders Day in 
which the Scouts remember and celebrate the 

birthday of Baden-Powell, our Founder, the force behind Scouting 
and all that it stands for today.  

In light of these two things, any child who is a member of the 
Scouts or Girl Guides – Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Squirrels, 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts – can wear their uniform to school on 
this day.  

 

 
Safeguarding 

 
The wellbeing of our children is of 
paramount importance to all staff. 

 
Should any parent have a concern 

regarding a child’s wellbeing, please 
inform the school’s Designated 

Safeguarding Officers: 
Mrs. Pink and Mrs. Child 

 
In school, we Talk PANTS with our 
children to help keep them safe. 
Learn more about how you can 

support us at home to keep children 
safe by Talking PANTS 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepin 
g-children-safe/support-for-

parents/pants-underwear-rule/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepin%20g-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepin%20g-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepin%20g-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/


2nd February Year 5 and Year 1 
Under 11s Boys Football Tournament Lynnsport 9:30am 

Year 6 Parents Meeting about Kingswood – 6pm 

3rd February NSPCC Number Day 
Under 11s Girls Football Tournament Lynnsport 9:30am 

6th February Dress to Impress 

10th February Valentine’s Day Non Uniform 
Year 1 Trip to Lynn Museum 

8th February Year 1 Blue Assembly 

10th February Finish for half term at 3:15pm 

20th February Back to School, gates open at 8:30am 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Please note in light of Strike Action on Wednesday, I have postponed Year 2 Blue’s 
Class Assembly. As soon as a new date has been organised, I will let parents know.  

 

 

Attendance Award 
 

Congratulations to Year 5 Blue, 
Year 3 Yellow and Year 1 Blue 

with 98.6% 
attendance this week. 

 
Which class will be the winning 

class next week? 



 
Could you provide a loving home for a rescue dog? The 
Channel 4 series, The Dog House is looking for couples, 

individuals, friends and families who are seriously considering 
bringing a rescue dog into their lives and are willing to share 

their reasons for doing so. 
Please follow this link to apply: 

https://www.channel4.com/4viewers/takepart/the-dog-
house 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk County Council are proud to be one of the sponsors 
for the two-day Techathon for young people, running as part 

of Norwich Science Festival over half term week. 

Tickets for the two-day event cost a maximum of £10, and 
include lunch, snacks and refreshments on both days. 

Book your tickets on Eventbrite now! 

A fun filled event 

The Techathon lets young people aged 8 to 18 explore the 
possibilities of technology in an informal and creative 

environment. Over the course of two days, each team takes 
on one of our challenges, trying out ideas, finding out what 

works and what doesn’t. 

It’s a great opportunity to meet like-minded people, expert 
mentors and even potential future employers. It’s a fun-

packed event with the opportunity to learn new skills, make 
friends and even win prizes. 

Find out more at http://stepintotechathon.org/ 

For any additional queries email hello@stepintotech.org 

This isn’t a school event. 

 
 

https://www.channel4.com/4viewers/takepart/the-dog-house
https://www.channel4.com/4viewers/takepart/the-dog-house
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Ftechathon-16th-and-17th-february-2023-tickets-498860654647&data=05%7C01%7CRichard.Cornelius%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Ced9e8650b1594dc993b908daf56e1da3%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C638092150527245199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GCv%2BO9s3x6XnaYrEDeL2Hp%2BY9zTrL9Xzf3wopNCfG3k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstepintotechathon.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRichard.Cornelius%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Ced9e8650b1594dc993b908daf56e1da3%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C638092150527245199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VWOZARwDI1kZRLh%2FWEJ5Mpiavk%2FxMLuQQH%2BW5s7ow14%3D&reserved=0
mailto:hello@stepintotech.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


